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The papers collected here were presented at the Junior Fellows Conference, held at
the Institut für die Wissenschaften vom Menschen in Vienna, Austria, on 8
December 2000. This conference was both an extension as well as a cumulation of
the Junior Fellow Seminars conducted at the IWM during the Fall of 2000. These
seminars, and the Junior Fellows Program generally, are occasions for discussion
and friendly argument across a spectrum of nationalities, political perspectives, and
academic specialties. On a personal level, the Junior Fellows Program facilitates the
delightful (and yes, extraordinary) opportunity to participate in a first-rank
intellectual community where knowledge and varied perspectives are exchanged and
shared across traditional disciplinary lines. First and foremost, we extend our thanks
and appreciation to Janos Kovacs, Permanent Fellow at the IWM, who facilitated
the Junior Fellow Seminars and imbued the discussions with his graciousness,
humor, and erudition. Cordial appreciation to Cornelia Klinger whose insights and
direction in the field of gender studies enriched our research. We would also like to
thank Krzysztof Michalski, Director of the IWM, for inviting us to participate in
the Junior Fellows Program. Much thanks and gratitude go to the staff of the
IWM: Traude Kastner was for many of us our first contact with the IWM. She
fielded a dizzying array of queries regarding travel, accommodations, and life in
Vienna with friendly aplomb. Special thanks also go to Katharina Coudenhove-
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Kalergi. Katharina assumed Traude’s position with the same high standards of
professionalism and personal warmth and grace. Much appreciation goes to Klaus
Nellen for overseeing the production of the publication and to David Soucek who
answered all questions regarding computers and patiently reformatted the
publication to an accessible form. Bettina Steckelhuber and Ted Paul greeted us
warmly every morning at the front desk. Lidia Antonik and Eilin Derakshan
provided a hot, delicious lunch everyday. Susanne Fröschl, John Smith, Iris
Strohschein, and Anita Traninger all enlivened lunchtime conversations and
contributed greatly to the friendly and charming atmosphere of the IWM. To all of
you we, the Junior Fellows, are in your debt; one day we hope to repay your
kindness.
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